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My similitude in comparison with the other
prophets before me, is that of a man who
has built a house completely and excellently
except for a place of one brick. When peaple
see the house, they admire its beauty and say:
How splendid the house will be if the missing
brick is put in its place!

So | am that brick, and | am the

last of the Prophets.

Muhammad
(peace be upon him}

(Marrated by Bukhari 4,734, 4.735)




Disclaimer &
Important Notes

When Muslims mention Muhammad's name, itis a religious
requirement to show respect and say "God's Mercy, Blessing
and Peace be upon him" In this book and many other
books or publications dealing with Prophet Muhammad, it
is abbreviated as (pbuh) “peace be upon him" and in Arabic
it is written like this { % I

However, since this is a summarized pocket guide where
Prophet Muhammad's name is frequently mentioned, it is
skipped in some locations so that to save space and not to
distract non-Muslim readers. Mo disrespect is intended.

This pocket guide refers in several locations to God as "Allah"
{personal name of God). This name is not to be used to
denote to any other beings. It is a religious requirerment that
any publication containing the name of God (Allah) must be
dealt with respect and must be kept in proper places.

On the other hand, whenever the word God or Lord is
mentioned in this pocket guide, it means Allah (exalted be
He).

Muslims believe in one God (one deity] who created the
world, the earth, the heavens, the cosmos and all beings (all
mations and all worlds).

According to lslamic belief, God has many attributes or names
that describe Him and His deeds such as the Loving (Al-
Wadud in Arabic), The Holy (Quddous in Arabic and Qadosh
or hakkadosh "The Holy One” in Hebrew), The One {Ahad in
Arabic and Echad in Hebrew), The Peace (Salam in Arabic,
Shalam in Hebrew). However, His main Name is Allah, exalted
be Him.

In Hebrew God is called "Elohim” and in Aramaic God is
called “Elah - Alaha". The first chapter in the Holy Qur'an "The
Opener” introduces God in the following words: “Praise be
to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful”,

The word “Makkah"which is the city where Muhammad (pbuh)
was born is spelled as"Meccain many text books. Both spellings
are used in this book. The city of Makkah is located in the valley
of Bakkah which spells “Becca” in the Old Testament. Also, the
word "Madina" indicates the city where Muhammad {pbuh}
migrated to. In Arabic it is called "Al Madinah Al Munawwarah”
which means the enlightened city.

Information provided in this pocket guide was obtained
from authentic sources according to the best knowledge of
the author. In case typos or other mistakes were found they
would have happened undeliberately. Readers may email
their comments to the given contact details in this pocket
guide,
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Foreword

ALNOOR

HZLDINGS

The life of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) is still unknown to many people around the
waorld. Despite the fact that many text books have
been written about him and his teachings, the
media has played a negative role in conveying a
distorted picture about him.

Dur production of Muhammad pocket guide aims
to present the Prophet of Islam objectively to all
people worldwide particularly non Muslims and
help them obtain a comprehensive, simplified,
authentic overview about his character and
teachings.

We endeavour to achieve our goals by providing
precise and concise information in a simple
entertaining pictorial style with the highest
international standards.

ALNOOR is an ambitious media group that was
established to provide inspirational, value added
and responsible textual and visual material. We
have positioned ourselves as an all-encompassing
global media organisation to effectively penetrate
local, regional and international markets with
content that is highly appealing and inspirational
to the respective audiences. With our international
production and animation divisions we focus
on producing high quality material including
international films, series and documentaries.

Ahmad Al Hashemi
Chairman, ALNOOR Holdings

Foreword
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| feel honored to have had the time and capabilities
to compile this pocket guide about Muhammad
(peace be upon him) the man who enlightened the
hearts of millions of people around the world and
brought them to faith and submission to One God:
the Lord of the worlds and all beings.

| spent a very enjoyable time writing and assembling
this pocket guide, during which | learnt that a good
piece of work needs time and dedication. Facts are
precious things and need personal proximity and
ambitious effort to record them.

This project (producing the pocket guide] brought
me closer to the life, sayings and deeds of Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh). | love him and admire him. The more
| knew and understood his teachings and way of life, the
more motivated | became to present his teachings and
sayings to the world in a simple and reliable way.

Muhammad: the man who devoted his life for a
noble cause and described himself humbly as the
final brick that completed a beautiful building,
which represented all prophets and messengers
God sent to humanity, to guide them to the truth
and protect them from falling astray. This process
began from Adam the father of humanity followed
by many prophets and messengers (who are
recognized by Jews, Christians and Muslims) such as

A Word From The Author
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Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Zachariah, John
the Baptist and Jesus (peace and blessings be upon
them all).

It is surprising to many readers that Islam has
no special rites or rituals related to Muhammad
himself. Pilgrimage to the sacred mosgue in
Mecca, it is mainly Abrahamic. Prophet Abraham
had presented one of the greatest example (in the
history) for practical submission to God.

After 21 years of hard work and persistence, Prophet
Muhammad purified this house from idols and
paganism. He restored its original purpose; a house
purely for Allah the Lord of the worlds and all
beings, where all believers come to worship Him.

Muhammad (pbuh) revered all true prophets
and messengers that came before him and
acknowledged Jesus with a special honor, when
he gave glad tidings to all believers, that Jesus will
return one day before the end of life on the earth.
He will fight evil, end conflicts and unite all believers
in God under his banner. Muhammad (pbuh) asked
all Muslims to follow Jesus when he returns and
beware of the false messiah.

This pictorial pocket guide is written in a friendly
language with an illustrative easy reading style. It
is specially written for tourists who visit the Muslim

World or Islamic tourist places and would like to
get brief information about the prophet of Islam
from Islamic sources. Muhammad, the man who
didn't claim to create a new religion but presented
himself as the Messenger of God.

The pocket guide is divided into color coded
chapters which consist of bold titled paragraphs
for easy reading and quick referencing.

| am deeply indebted and profoundly grateful to Mr.
Mohammed Dib Abul Razzak, Mrs. Sylvana Mahmic,
Mrs. Vicki Snowdon, Dr. Zachariah Mathews, Mr,
Peter Gould, Mr. Cyrille Bouzy, Mr. Mehmet Ozalp,
Mr. Ali Daher, Ghada Khafagy, Farhat AlKindy and
all individuals who contributed with wvaluable
comments to enhance the presentation of the text
and contents of the pocket guide.

Also | would like to thank Al-Madinah Research
and Studies Center, Madinah - Saudi Arabia for the
information, historical data and photos provided.

Dr. Husam Deeb

A Word From The Author




12 13
‘ Table of
1. Testimonials 14 7. Human Rights 152
Freedom and equality of mankind. Rules
2. His Character 22 of justice. Sanctity & inviolability of hurman
lives and property.
3. Biography 28 ;
8. Environment 166
4. Proph ecy 72 Calling for a green world. Preserving
Muhammad and Divine revelation. natural resources, Ethical treatment of
What did Muhammad call for? animals and Halal food.
How is Muhammad related to Abraham,
Moses, lesus and other prophets? 9. The Miracle 178
How did Muhammad found a universal The Holy Qur'an is an eternal miracle.
religion? Sclentific facts in the Holy Qur'an,
5. Adding Value 106 10. His 5ayings 192
Adding value to peoples’ lives Muhammad's sayings in relation to various issues,
through love, harmony, knowledge, :
sport, personal care & development, 11. Epilogue 208
elimination of corruption, moderation,
raticnal thinking, respecting neighbours 12. Islamic Art, Calligraphy and Architecture 218
and people af ather faiths, Islamic art and architecture from all over the world.
6.Women 136 Reference 270

Women rights, empowerment and treatment.
Conveying God's Commandments ta control
polygamy.




Chapter 1 15

John Adair
Author of “The Leadership of Muhammad? Chalr of Leadership
Studies United Nations System Staff College in Tuvin

Testimonials

» - t. I “In Islamic thought, model leaders were simultaneously
4 , '-1" - L both exalted and humble, capable of vision and inspiration,
- e o) P yetatthe sametime dedicated tothe service of their people.
. =~ .—‘ 1 As you read these pages, you will, | hope, be able to judge

h - for yourself just how close Muhammad comes to this ideal.

My argument in this book is that this ideal -glimpsed more
than once in the life of the Prophet Muhammad - accords
well with what we know to be the universal truth about
the nature and practice of leadership.”

Jr‘- g '
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Testimonials

William Montgomery Watt
{1908 - 2006} A Scottish histarian and Emeritus Professor
in Arabic and lslamic Studies ar the Unlversity of
Edinburgh. Authar of * Mubammed at Mecoa Oxfiord,
1953, o, 52

"His readiness to undergo persecutions for his beliefs, the
high moral character of the men who believed in him and
looked up to him as leader, and the greatness of his ultimate
achievement - all argue his fundamental integrity. None of
the great figures of history is so poorly appreciated in the
West as Muhammad.”
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Mahatma Gandhi
{1869 - 1948) A political and spiritual leader of the Indian
independence movement

“lwanted to know the best one who holds today undisputed
sway over the hearts of millions of mankind. | became more
than convinced that it was not the sword that won a place
for Islam in those days in the scheme of life.

It was the rigid simplicity, the utter self-effacement
of Prophet Muhammad, the scrupulous regard for his
pledges, his intense devotion to his friends and followers,
his intrepidity, his fearlessness, his absolute trust in God
and in his own mission. When | closed the second volume
(of the book about his life) | was sorry that there was not
mare for me to read about his great life.”

Alphonse de Lamartine

(1790 - 1869} Poet, writer and paditician

Histeire Qe La Turquile, Par's, 1854, Vol I, Pp. 276-277
“Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior, congueror
of ideas, restorer of rational dogmas, of a cult without
images; the founder of twenty terrestrial empires and of
one spiritual empire. That is Muhammad. As regards all
standards by which human greatness may be measured,
we may well ask, is there any man greater than him?".

William Durant
{1885-1981} Mistorian, philosopher and writer. Author of
“The Story of Chwllization] part 4, vol 4, o, 25

“His name, meaning, “highly praised,” lent itself well to
certain Biblical passages as predicting his advent.
Muhammad was never known to write anything himself;
he used an amanuensis. His apparent illiteracy did not
prevent him from composing (i.e. conveying the Haly
Qur'an which was revealed to him and regarded as) the
most famous and eloguent book in the Arabic tongue, and
from acquiring such understanding of the management of
men as seldom comes to highly educated persons”.

Note: The word armanuensis means someone who writes what is dictoted to him.
Willigm Durant wsed the word “composing” which is unacceprable from the lshamic

perspective as Muslims believe the Holy Gur'an is a literal Divine revelarion from Allah
(The Lord af oll beings) to Muhammod throwgh Archange! Gebriel,

Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe

{1743 - 1832) A great Ewrcpean poet, Noten und
Abhandlurmgen zum Weststiichen Dvan, WAL 7. 32

"He is a prophet and not a poet and therefore his Qur'an
is to be seen as Divine Law and not as a book of a human
being; made for education or entertainment”.

Testimonials
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Thomas Carlyle
{1795 - 1887} Histevian, philosapher and author of “Heroes
ard Hero Warship and the Heroic in Histary”

“How one man single-handedly, could weld warring tribes
and wandering Bedouins into a most powerful and civilized
nation in less than two decades”.

Note: Thamas Carlyle made an attempl to draw o plcture of the development of
turan intellect by wsing histarical people s coordinates and accorded the Prophet
Muhammad a special place in the baok under the chapter title *Hero as a Prophet in his

wark, Carlyle declared his admiration with a passionate champlonship of Mubammad
as a Hegelian agent of reform.

Reverend Reginald Bosworth Smith
{Mohammid and Mohammedanism, London, 1874, p. 92}

“Head of the state as well as the Church, he was
Caesar and Pope in one; but, he was Pope without
the Pope's claims, and Caesar without the legions of
Caesar, without a standing army, without a bodyguard,
without a palace, without a fixed revenue, If ever any
man had the right to say that he ruled by a right Divine,
it was Muhammad, for he had all the power without
instruments and without its support, He cared not for
dressing of power. The simplicity of his private life was
in keeping with his public life”,

19

Dr. Salman Bin Fahad Al Audah and a group of scholars

“Thiz is He Messenger of Allah"” publication by the “International Support Organization
for Prophet Mubammad (phbuh)

“The life of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is a great
experience of success that all humanity can learn and
benefitfrom, not anly Muslims. His social, political, religious
and economical success was not because of extraordinary
miracles that made his life easy, however, he achieved a
genuine success based on hard work, struggle, effort,
commitment, competence, love, sincerity and faith. His 23-
year-experience was rich in various events and endeavors.
He won battles and lost others. He experienced paverty
and richness, fear and security. Out of all he successfully
conveyed God's Message to mankind.

Muhammad {pbuh) didn't just call for faith in One God but
he brought a “Message” for every individual to add value to
his/her life and a"Message"for every family to be happy and
a"Message” for every society to reinforce brotherhood and
a "Message” for every nation to emphasize solidarity and
development and a “Message” for humanity to strengthen
knowledge, love and cooperation.”
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D—/;-D This is the word Muhammad in Arabic

written in a formative style. It looks like the upper part
of a mosque with a dome in the middle. Please note
the dome is the letter “h" in the word "“Muhammad”.
The lower part of the mosque is formed from the
sentence “rasoolu-Allah” US> which means
the “Messenger of God".

The hexagon is formed from the Arabic word
"Muhammad" being written in a different style of
Arabic calligraphy and repeated 6 times.

Courtesy of Flastic Artist Farid Al-Ali
In Arabic, the word " Muhammad” means the person who is

highly, frequently and repeatedly praised for his good deeds.
Therefore, he is a praiseworthy person.
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Muhammad's companions described him as a handsome
person with prominent forehead, high tipped nose, long
eyelashes, large black eyes with well setteeth and apleasant
smile. He had slightly curly hair and a thick beard.

His companions indicated that he had a friendly bright
face that looked like a full moon. He did not laugh loudly;
his laugh was mostly a smile that would show his teeth a
bit like hailstones. His cheerfulness and open personality
were felt by all people.

| ~ A Muhammad's Character and Attributes B~
D | @5 | What did he look like? o
|
“ R E "-‘.i Muhammad (peace be E
u Y upon him) was a white o
; @“ man with a rosy tinge. h L
m b Lo 5 He was of a height a little T
e - 1 above the average. He
Py . - was well built with broad
w p \Es shoulders. His belly never
Y ) protruded out of his chest
: " '@ 4 profile. He used to walk
] f =l briskly and firmly, lifting
U ' > each foot off the ground.
0 s
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His nature
Muhammad (peace be upon him) was

unfailingly cheerful, easy going by nature,and
mild mannered. He was not a clamorous loud
mouth, nor a repeater of obscenities. He was
not a fault finder, nor did he overly praise the
others.

The way he spoke

Muhammad (peace be upon him) did
not speak unnecessarily and what he said was always to the
point and without any padding. His sayings were precise
and concise having complete meaning in few words, He
spoke with excellence, and there was no excess init and no
abnormal brevity.

When he emphasized a point, he used to repeat it thrice
with a gesture, He spoke of nothing unless he hoped a
reward from God for it. He told his companions:

"l am a guarantor for a house in the heart of the Paradise
for those who quit arguing even if they were right and | am

a guarantor for a house in the middle of the Paradise for |

those who quit lying even if they were kidding and | am a
guarantor for a house in the highest part in the Paradise for
those who behave with good manners” (Sahih Abu Dawood)

25

His passions

He kept his feelings under firm control.
When annoyed, he would turn aside ar

keep silent. When someone commits

an act that violates God's Law, he

used to show serious anger and firm
stand. No one would stand against his
anger when matters of the Lord’s truth were

opposed, until he had triumph, but he would never get
angry for his own sake.

How did he deal with people?

Muhammad (peace be upon him) was always the first to
greet the others and would not withdraw his hand from a
hand shaker till the other man withdrew his.

Whoever saw him unexpectedly would admire and revere
him. And whoever socialized or associated with him
familiarly, loved him. He was gentle by nature. He was
neither coarse nor disdainful of anyone,

When he looked at the others, he looked at them in full
face. If someone called him he didn't turn his face only, but
gave attention with his whole body.

His Character




His Character
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When he would go to visit a group, he would sit in the
nearest available spot. He ordered his companions to
follow his practice. He would give those seated neat him
his full share of attention in such a way that no one
would think others had been given precedence

over him, He didn't reserve fixed places

among the people to be seated. He was -
fair with his companions and all people.

They were distinguished only by virtue

and devotion to God.

His style of living

Everything he did was in moderation, without excess or
contrariness. He never criticized the food or drink that was
prepared for him, nor did he overly praise it.

When at home, he would divide his time
inta three parts, one for God, one
for his family, and one for himself.
He always joined in household
work and would at times mend his
clothes, repair his shoes and sweep
the floor. He used to dress well and smell good.
(Sahib Bukhari, Chapter; Kitabul Adab)

After dawn prayers, he would remain sitting in the mosque
reciting the Holy Qur'an and praises of Allah, till the sun rose.
After midnight, he used to get up for the (Tahajjud) prayers
which he never missed even once in his life (Bukhari, Sahih Bukhari).

27

He had declared unlawful for himself and his family
anything given by the people by way of zakat or sadaga
(types of charity). He was so particular about it, that he
would not appoint any member of his family as a zakat
collector.

His house was but a hut with walls of unbaked clay and a
thatched roof of palm leaves covered by camel skin.

Muhammad (pbuh) said : "What have | to do with worldly
things. My connection with the world is like that of a
traveler resting for a while underneath the shade of a tree
and then moving on.”

When he died, he did not leave a cent or any property
except his white mule and a piece of land which he had
dedicated for the good of the community (Sahih Bukhari).

His Character
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Personal Details

MName  Muhammad
Father's Name. Abdullah, son of Abdul-Muttalib {ancesfryﬁ
3 reaches back to the Prophet Ishmael son of |
. ProphetAbraham)
_ Surname - He was from Bani-Hashim family (Bani-Hashim
- was from Quraysh, a tribe that was highly ranked

o InAmbia)
Date of Birth 22" April, 570 CE ' :

PlaceofBirth  City of Mecca - Arabian Peninsula {currently in
' Saudi Arabia)

DateofDeath 6" June, 632 CE. (he was 63 years old when he -
| passed away) |

Death &Burial  City of Madinah (approximately 450 km north
IRy | of Mecea) :

Biography
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- Birth -
~2yearsold

Education

26yearsold

Childhood & Adolescence

- Muhammad had no brothers or sisters. His -
- father passed away before he was born. His
_ mother sent him out of Mecca to be breastfed
- by a wet nurse called Halima (this was an old
. Arab custom). :
' He lived with his mather Amina until she passed -
. away in the year 576 CE. f
He lived with his grandfather Abdul-Muttalib
 until he passed away.
' He lived with his paternal uncle (Abu-Talib) who
- had 10 children. :

Muhammadwasilliterate: He could not read orwrite, He never

lived outside Mecca or sought foreign knowledge, Muslims
believe that Muhammad (pbuh)
conveyed the “Holy Qur'an” as
the Message of God and His Book
to all people. He conveyed it
letter by letter and word by
word without rephrasing any
part of it with his own words.

Muhammad's sayings and
teachings were not mixed
with the Holy Qur’'an: They
were collected in books which
are called “The Sunnah of

the Prophet” which means his teachings, way of life and

explanation of the Book (The Holy Qur'an).

Working Life
Childhood -
_ mid twenties

- He worked as a shepherd for some time {locking
. after sheep and goats for athers). In addition, -
ke worked In trading with his uncle Abu-Talik.
; According to authentic narrations, Muhammad
- was 12 years old when he, for the first time, joined |

. his uncle Abu-Talib in a trading trip to Syria.

Mid twenties -
40 years old

. He worked as a merchant or a trader for a wealthy
woman called Khadijah who had a general -
- trading business {they used to buy commodities

- from one area and sell them in another).

- Muhammad was known in his community as a
- successful and honest tradesman. He was famous
_for his fidelity, integrity and trustworthiness. .
It was not long before he eamed the title of
- “As-Sadiqul Ameen” which means "the truthful

and the trustworthy

40-63 years old

When he was 40 years old (year 610 CE)
Muhammad received the divine revelation and :
. dedicated his life to conveying God's Message to |
 all people. He taught people the oneness of God |
and conveyed God's Book (The Qur'an) which calls .

far social justice, peace, harmaony and wellbeing,

31
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Marital Status

Married to one wife for 25 years: Muhammad married
kKhadijah, the daughter of Khuwaylid, who came from a
noble family called Asad.?

5he was a respected woman in her community and she was
a widow. Muhammad worked for her for two years before
she proposed marriage to him through a third party. She
found him a very loyal, transparent and ethical person.

Successful marriage: Although Khadijah was 15 years
older than Muhammad, both of them came from a similar
social class in the community.

The age difference was no obstacle to the establishment
of a successful marriage which lasted for 25 vyears
until Khadijah died in the year 619 CE at the age of 65.

Muhammad remarried after

Khadijah passed away. Muhammad loved

Khadijah and was loyal
A father of 6 children and a to her and his children

family man:

Muhammad & Khadijah
lived in harmony and peace;
they had four daughters
(Zaynab, Rugayya, Um
Kulthoum & Fatima) and
two sons (Al-Qassim who
died when he was 3 years
old and Abdullah who died

On several occasions
he described her as
the best woman of her

time alike to Mary the
mother of Jesus whao
was the best woman of
her time.
{Narrated by Bukhari)

33

at the age of 4). Muhammad used to spend time with his
family, help his wife in house matters, sew his own clothes
and look after his children.

Photo taken from Bagee

Cemetery which is next te Prophet
Muhammad Mosque inMadingh.
Some of Muhammad's companions,
relatives, wives and children were
buried in this cemetery

Biography




>
=
o
®
=
=1
e
m

34
Mission Accomplished in 23 Years

610 CE
Divine revelation commenced:
Muhammad (pbuh) received
the Message of God 2. He was
appointed asthe Messenger
of God to convey God's
Words to humanity. A
mission  that  required
strong belief, dedication,
commitment and honesty.

610-612 CE
Core Muslims formed:

Muhammad invited his friends, his inner circle and selected
good quality people, to accept Islam. In the first three years
after prophecy, around 130 people accepted Islam and
became a strong nucleus that was able to spread Islam
publicly. These core Muslims were a mix of rich and poor
people.

613-615CE

Muhammad’s public
invitation resisted:
Muhammad and his
followers started to talk to
people openly about Islam.
Although Muhammad was
known as a trustworthy and

35
anhonestman, Meccan leaders did notaccept his invitation
to embrace Islam and resisted him. They described him as
a poet, a magician and a crazy man.

Muhammad tempted and threatened: Meccan leaders
tried to dissuade Muhammad from calling people to Islam
by tempting and threatening him. At the same time they
tried to prevent people from listening to him. They showed
increased hostility towards new Muslims, They persecuted
and tortured the poor and weak Muslims.

Muhammad supported his followers and sent some
of them to Abyssinia: Muhammad was very close to his
followers. He used to meet them at Al-Argam House which
was like a small college. He taught them Q
values and morals and instilled feelings of

responsibility and commitment. G.u '_I 5“£.>

Muhammad saw the suffering and tribulation some of
his followers endured and advised them to seek refuge in
Abyssinia, describing it as a land of virtue ruled by a fair
Christian king, under whom no one was treated unjustly.

Two influencial men embraced Islam: Two strong and
well respected Meccan men accepted Islam, Omar Bin Al-
Khattab and Hamza Bin Abdul-Muttalib {(Muhammad's
uncle), That was an important turning point for Muslims.
Hamza became a strong supporter and protector for
Muhammad until he {Hamza) died in the battle of Uhud
(625 CE). Three years after the passing away of Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), Omar became the second caliph
and ruled the Islamic state for 11 years.

Biography
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616-618 CE

Muhammad boycotted: Meccan leaders boycotted
Muhammad and his followers and imposed a social and
economical blockade on them which lasted for 3 years.
During this time, Muhammad and his followers suffered
great tribulation. This period was a tough test for their
patience, belief and commitment to the truth.

619- 620 CE

A Sorrowful year: Meccan chiefs cancelled the social and
economical blockade as they found it not useful. In the
same year, Muhammad's wife Khadijah and his uncle Abu-
Talib passed away.

Muhammad (pbuh) lost hope in Mecca and decided to
convey the Message of God and seek support outside
Mecca. He went to the city of Ta'if but was met with
hostility®. In addition, he spoke to more than 20 Arab tribes
about Islam but he didn’t receive any positive response.

620-622 CE

A glimpse of hope: Muhammad met six people from
Yathrib (a city located 450 km north of Mecca) during the
pilgrimage time and talked to them about Islam. They
believed Muhammad (pbuh) and returned to their city
with intentions to invite more people from their own
tribe and other tribes in Yathrib. They agreed to return to
Mecca the next year at the time of pilgrimage to meet
again with Muhammad "the Prophet and the Messenger
of God",

37
New Muslims pledged allegiance to Muhammad:

The same group
returned the following
year (621 CE) with six
more people 3.

They pledged

their allegiance to
Muhammad (pbuh)
(accepting him as the
Messenger of God)
and promising him:

Biography

(1) not to worship anyone except (Allah) The One God,
(2) not to steal, (3) not to commit adultery, (4) not to kill,
(5) not to slander neighbours and (6) not to disobey the
Messenger of God.

The group went back to Yathrib and invited their tribal
leaders and their people to accept Islam. They returned
again in the following
year (622 CE) at the
time of pilgrimage
with  more than
70 men and two
women. A similar
pledge of allegiance
was given again to
Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh).
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A new Muslim community formed 450 km north of Muhammad changed the name of the multicultural
~= Mecca: The leaders of the two main tribes in Yathrib society: "Madinah” was the new name Muhammad (pbuh) BES
'E_ (Aws & Khazraj) embraced Islam and subsequently their gave to the city of Yathrib. -E_
w8 people became Muslims. Muhammad the Prophet (pbuh) L
=18 was invited to come to Yathrib and become its ruler and After the migration of the Meccan Muslims, Yathrib no Bl=d
E‘.-l? leader. longer belonged to a certain group of Arabs, instead, it i‘.‘%

became the homeland of believers who accepted Islam.

622 CE

Chiefs of Mecca plotted to kill Muhammad; migration Since there were Jewish tribes in Yathrib and

to Yathrib commenced: Things were becoming worse in other Arab people who didn't embrace Islam,

Mecca. Muhammad asked Meccan Muslims® to migrate Muhammad (pbuh) did not call it the city of Islam.

to Yathrib. Following their migration, Muhammad (pbuh) Instead, it was named “"Al-Madinah” which means

migrated to Yathrib in September 622 CE. His migration "The City", in which all inhabitants had similar

represents the most important turning point in the Islamic citizenship rights.

history. From Yathrib, Islam blossomed, an Islamic state was

, o —
established and a just social order was born. e callad foy pisice and unity i Madieuk

In his first public address to the people of Madinah,
Muhammad delivered a wvery concise speech which

623-624 CE . :

Muhammad chosen the ruler of Yathrib: promted harmony and soclal cohiesion,

The people of Yathrib were a mix of Arabs He said: “O People, seek and spread peace and offer food to each
and Jews. Although there were two main other, look after your kinship and pray to God at night while others

Arab tribes and three smaller Jewish tribes,
the Arab community was larger than the
Jewish one and had the ruling power.
Muhammad, “The Prophet of God" was

are sleeping 5o you gain God's pleasure and enter His paradise”.

QA=

Muhammad linked these acts to

chosen as the ruler of Yathrib willingly God's pleasure in order to motivate P—
and peacefully with the agreement of the people to love each other and live in x 3
majority of people. peace and harmony in a multicultural  + " »

society. r»
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623-624 CE
Muhammad formed the first constitution and charter
of human rights and liberties: Most of the Jews
hoped that the last Prophet would come from a Jewish
background. Although the majority of lews did not
accept Muhammad as a Messenger of God, Muhammad
(as the ruler of the state) formed the first “Constitution
and Charter of Human Rights and Liberties” to which all
Arab and Jewish tribes agreed upon and signed.

Biography

—_— - e sl |

The constitution guaranteed the freedom of
' conscience and worship for Muslims and Jews as [
well as Arabs who did not accept Islam. |

In addition, the constitution protected the
safety and security of all citizens in Madinah and |
| required all parties who signed the covenant for
the constitution to be part of the national defence
should Madinah be attacked by enemies. The
| constitution stated justice, human rights, liberties
and prohibition of crime and immoral practices.

624 CE
The unavoidable battle of Badr: When Muslims migrated
from Mecca to Madinah, many of them were forced to
abandon their homes and their properties were confiscated.

41

The chiefs of Mecca used the confiscated money in
trade and business. Muslims knew about a trade caravan
belonging to the Meccan chiefs, led by their enemy Abu-
Sufyan which would pass through a trade route close to
Madinah.

Muhammad (pbuh) called upon Muslims to take the
caravan in return for their wealth that was confiscated in
Mecca. A force of only 313 Muslims took up the mission.
The Meccan intelligence advised Abu-5ufyan to change
the route of the trade caravan. In addition, Mecca sent an
army of 950 soldiers to fight the Muslim force which was
not prepared for war and was far less equipped than the
Meccan army.

it was astonishing and beyond expectation that Muslims
won their first battle against the Meccan chiefs. Many

Meccan chiefs and important figures were killed in this

Biography
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625 CE

Meccan chiefs attacked Muhammad and his followers
in the battle of Uhud: In retaliation for their loss In the
battle of Badr and their fear of losing their leading role in
Arabia, Meccan chiefs with some Arab allies, sent an army
of 3000 soldiers to attack Muslims at the mount of Uhud
north of Madinah.

g T |

Location of Uhud - Madingh - Saudi Arabio

The Muslims lost this battle and Muhammad (Pbuh)
was wounded but saved. In the battle of Uhud some
of Muhammad's companions were killed including his
beloved uncle Hamza.

Martyrs of Uhud Batrle, Uhid cemetry - Madinah - Saudi Arabia
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626 CE

Meccans and other tribes attacked Muhammad and
his followers in the battle of trench: This battle is also
called the “Battle of Confederates” Since Muhammad
was not killed in the previous battle, Meccan chiefs and
some Arab & Jewish tribes called for a united effort and a
comprehensive assault to kill Muhammad and destroy the
Muslim community.

10,000 soldiers marched towards Madinah. After consulting
his companions, Muhammad (pbuh) decided to adopt
the proposal of a Persian Muslim named Salman to dig a
trench on the northern access of Madinah (5.5 km long X
4.6m wide).

Muslims were in their most awkward situation and tried
their best including psychological warfare, to defend
themselves. After a month-long siege the meccan army
and its allies became impatient and strong storms and wind
blew which forced the confederates to pack up their tents
and withdraw.

627 CE

Treaty of Hudaybiya, a truce for 10
years: One year after the battle of trench,
Muhammad (pbuh)tooka peaceful initiative
to perform Umrah (visit the Ka'bah House of
God in Mecca and perform other religious rites)

. Visiting Mecca for the purpose of worship was a religious
right that Mecca undertook to give to all people in Arabia.

Biography




Biography

It was a great surprise for Meccan chiefs to see Muhammad
approaching Mecca with 1400 civilians coming from
Madinah.

After several negotiations, a truce was made between the
Meccan chiefs and Muhammad (pbuh) for 10 years during
which time Muhammad and his companions returned to
their homes with a condition to come again
1o visit Mecca in the following year (628 CE).
The truce had many other terms with which
the Muslims were disappointed because
they weighed heavily on the Meccan side.

628-629 CE

During the truce, Muhammad conveyed God'’s Message
inside & outside Arabia: The truce was a golden chance
for Muhammad (pbuh) to convey the Message of God and
freely talk to people about Islam without being stopped or
intercepted by other forces.

Muhammad (pbuh) sent delegations to other Arab tribes
in Arabia and wrote letters to the rulers and kings of
neighbouring countries and
superpowers such as Persia,
Byzantine and Egyptinviting
them to accept Islam as “the
Message of God" Muslims
increased in numbers as
people found the truth in
lslam.
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630 CE

Peaceful take-over of Mecca: Within less than 2 years, the
truce was broken from the Meccan side when their allies
killed 20 Muslims.

In response to this shocking act, Muhammad (pbuh)
marched with 10,000 Muslims to conguer Mecca but asked
his soldiers not to fight any one unless they were fought.”

Biography

The Meccan chiefs were
embarrassed and were
not prepared to fight
the Muslims. When the
Muslim army arrived
in Mecca, Muhammad
(pbuh) addressed the whole

people of Mecca confirming the

oneness of God, referring victory to Him and reminding
people that all of them descended from Adam and Adam
was created from dust of the ground.
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Then he asked the people of Mecca "What do you expect
me to do with you?. They replied: "We hope for the best.
After all, you have been a gracious brother and a courteous
cousin’,

Exemplar forgiveness: Despite the hardship caused by
the Meccan people during the last 21 years, Muhammad
ipbuh) behaved with high moralities. He replied: “Have
no fear today. Depart then (to your homes), you are free”.
Muhammad's address was very influential and many
people came to him to make a pledge and embrace Islam.
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630-631CE
Arab tribes embraced Islam: After the peaceful takeover
of Mecca, delegations from all over Arabia came to learn
about Islam. Except the Hawazen tribe who fought the
Muslims and eventually lost the battle of Hunayn, most
Arab tribes embraced Islam. Muhammad (pbuh) sent
many of his companions to various provinces in Arabia to
teach people Islam “The Message of God".

numn
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Atthe s-rimeerent, Muhummadfpbuh} knoc.ked dawn all idols around and
on the Ka'bah {The House of God) which was erected by Prophet Abraham
(pbuh) to glorify one God (The Creator of the universe and alf beings).
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632 CE

Muhammad’s farewell address: Muhammad’s mission
was accomplished and his life was nearing to an end. In
the year 632 CE Muhammad (pbuh) performed pilgrimage
and gave his final sermon to more than 100,000 people.

His sermon reminded
people about the basic
elements of faith, belief
in One God, sanctity of
life, wealth & property,
equality of all races,
rules of justice, women's
rights and obligations,
exploitation and monopoly,
morality and the rights of
others.

The passing away of Muhammad:

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) passed away in his home in
Madinah in the year 632 CE leaving only few possessions.
He did not leave any money or wealth but a legacy of
faith, that is still illuminating with God's light, the hearts of
millions of people around the globe.

PN

L b

To err is human, f()ﬁ’?."gh’e‘ iy Divine - Alexander Pope

Biography




Mountains in Makkah - Saudi Arabia

Panoramic view for the mount of Light where cave
Hira exists - Makkah
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whammad (pbuh) and hil
ted in for three nights in ‘.:e

Mount of Uhud - Madinah { view from an old castle)

ration to Madinah)

According to aurthentic narrations, Muhammad {pbuh) and

his companion ;ﬂ.bu Bakr rested ngur a };far e rui.;g on mi = : B Ll ) .

migration way from Mecca to Madina above rock was - & i, T i

found on the same way of migration trip and it is believed to i~ - » Pm'm mhm‘"ﬁ"fh

be the same rock P o e g e
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Location of Battle of Badr, the
area where Muhammad (pbuh)
and his companions camped

N e )

Location of Uhtud battle. The photo shows the archery
mount and the cemetery of Martyrs. More than seventy of
Muhammad's companions and his beloved uncle Hamza
are buried there, 17
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An imaginery view of the Prophet Muhammad's (Pbuh) mosque
(Nabawi Mosque) which was built after his arrival te Madinah.
His house was built at the southern corner of the mosque,

o
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el e~ .
An imaginery view of Madinah City showing Prophet

Muhammad's (Pbuh) mosgue (Nabawi Mosgue) surrounded by
& houses and palm tree
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The tomb of Frophet
Muhammad (pbuh]
\ at the Nabawi
| Mosque in Madinah.

MNext to it are the

| tombs of the first
Caliph {successor)
and ruler of the
Islamic state Abu
Bakir Al Siddig and
the second Caliph
Omar Bin Al-Khartab.

Among the known prophets of God, Muhammad (pbuh) is the only
prophet that his burial place is precisely identified and his followers
are certain about the exact [_ﬁ:a?ﬂon of his tomb,

Muhammad {pbuh) was burled at his house which is attached to his
mosque “ Al Nabawi ﬂ-l.-:rsq:fig‘f in Madinah.

‘ This photo shows the side alf the mosque building where people can
& enter to see the tomb of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and h.ujﬁ
which is currently caged, ‘ 3 l 13
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AlMasjid Al-Nabawi Al-Sharif _
Eﬂnﬁcrw*ﬂu:-ql.:e.l. Courtesyof Photographer Noushad Al
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According to some narrations and calculations Muhammad

(pbuh) was born in the year 571 CI

narrations state that the mar ';=-:J|_ of Muhammad (pbuh)

and Khadijah lasted for 24 years and several months

There is one and only one Qur'an which is revealed to

are many

guoted verses in this pocket guide from the Holy Qur'an are

presented in simple English based on the English translation

mentioned in the cited references.

i Muhammad (pbuh) was attacked in Tai't and experienced

v Acsmall Muslim comm

the worst treatment there. When he left Taif he was verny

disappointed. According to some narrations, he called God

with a wonderful supplication (see next P=age!.

or Al-Bay'aa "Pledge” Mosque: establishe
Abbasside Caliph Abu Jaafar Al Manssour on the

b=

that is believed the new Muslims from Madinah pledged

i

commitment to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) as they embraced

ca and were not able

Lnity s

to migrate to Yathrib (Madinah)

The Islamic calendar starts fron » date Muhammad (pbuh)

(13" Sep 622 CE approx.

migrated from Mecca 1o Madinal

The peaceful taking over of Mecca was on the 8% Jan 630 CE

APprox].

O my Lord, it is to You that I bring my weaknéss,
helplessness & humiliation.

(O The Most Merciful of the merciful ones,
You are the Sustainer of those who are deemed weak
and You are my Sustainer.

On whom (but You) shall [ rely? On somebody distant
who regards me with displeasure or on a {enemy) to
whom 1 have surrendered.

ong as You are not displeased with me, then I
have no cause for sadness.
I take refuge in your light by which the darkness is
illuminated and in which both this world and the next
are set aright.

The well-being which You bestow upon me is too
sing for You to pour out Your anger or
displeasure upon me.

To You I shall continue to turn until I have won Your

favour.
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Muhammad & Prophecy

Muhammad didn't know that he would be a Prophet: He
led an ethical and ordinary life. He was known for his fidelity,
integrity and trustworthiness. He never worshipped idols
when idol worship was rife in a polytheistic society.

Prophecy

He always believed that the whole universe must have
been created and controlled by one God. He used to
worship God by retreating to a cave (634 above sea level)
in a mount 4 km east of Mecca (Makkah).

The cave is known as cave Hira in the mount of Hira or Noor
(i.e. light); this is because Muhammad received revelation
from God when he was meditating in this cave.

>N
v
)
L
Q.
O |
Q.

It wasn't illusion
and it wasn't a

_ . dream: When

e _ Muhammad

T g : reached forty
years old, he used
to meditate frequently in
Cave Hira. At the month of

_ Ramadan (the ninth month
\ ) of the lunar year, 610 CE

gead *

approx), Archangel Gabriel
appeared to him for the first
time while he was in the cave

“ and asked him to "Read”.
' : Hira Cave Muhammad was frightened.
el h
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As he was illiterate, he could not read and did not know
what to read. Archangel Gabriel repeated his word “read”
again and again then he recited the following verses from
God:

“Read in the Name of your Lord Who created (every thing),
He created man from a clot (clinging to the wall of the
womb)... Read ! and your Lord is the All-Munificent..

Who has taught man by the pen... He taught man what
he didn't know!”

The Holy Qur'an, ¥ 1-5, Ch 96

Archangel Gabriel disappeared after this short meeting.

Muhammad was terrified: He was extremely scared. He
ran back to his home. He was trembling. He told his wife
Khadijah what happened to him and asked her to cover
him.

She told him that God
waould not let him down or
allow devils to touch him
as he kept good relations
with his relatives, helped
the poor people and liked
doing charity.

5

A Divine revelation or satanic whispers? Muhammad
was afraid that he was possessed by evil. He went with
his wife Khadijah to tell the whole story to Waraqga Bin
MNawfal (a relative of Khadijah) who was a religious Christian
person and knowledgeable in the Bible. Waraqa predicted
that Muhammad would be a Prophet and assured him that
what he experienced was a Divine revelation similar to
what Moses the Prophet of Jews received. Waraga wished
tosupport Muhammad but he was very old at that time. He
told Muhammad that he would be driven out of Makkah
by his own people and would be treated with hostility by
some people.

You are God's Messenger: Muhammad needed a few
days to settle down and didn't return to the mount.
After sometime Archangel Gabriel came back to him and
informed him that he would be a messenger of God, Allah
The Lord of all beings. He recited the following verse from
Allah (exalted be Him):

“0 you cloaked (enveloped in your garments); Arise and
warn; and glorify your Lord; and purify your clothing;
and keep away from bad deeds and don’t consider your
[ulfilment of these orders as a favour to God or people; and
be patient for the sake of your Lord”
The Haly Quran, V 1-7, Ch 74

—
i

Prophecy
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Gabriel continued to see Muhammad (pbuh) over a period
of 23 years during which the Holy Qur'an (God's Words)
was revealed to Muhammad by Gabriel in order to convey
it to all mankind.

Muhammad conveyed Gods’ Commandments to his
people : Muhammad acted according to the revelation
he received in year 610 CE. He invited his people and the
whole Arabia to believe in one God (Allah) and obey His
Commandments as they are set for the wellbeing of the
whole humanity.

What is the "Message” about? The Message of Islam is
based on “Agidah” i.e. creed (as a statement of faith and
belief in One God the creator of all beings) and “Shariah”
i.e. God's Law; the system and requlations that govern
people’s day to day transactions, activities and practices.

Shariah is divided into three main branches: (1) Worship:
religious practices and deeds such as daily prayers, fasting,

supplications, giving Zakat (alms), etc. {2)
Morals: good behaviors, etiquettes
and values such as honesty, sincerity,
fidelity, love, cooperation, etc. (3) Life
transactions and dealings: (Islamic civil
law) rules of justice, people’s rights,
commerce, etc).

Mote: After receiving divine revelation, Mubammad focused on teaching
people monotheism (Agidah) for thirteen years. After migration to
Madinah, there was more focus on explaining and implementing
Shariah.

God's Commandments

“Say (O Muhammad):
Come, I will recite what your Lord
prohibited you from,
(1) Don’t join any partners as equal with
Him; (2) And be good to your parents; (3)
And don’t kill your children on a plea of

them; (4} And don’t approach or get close to
doing shameful deeds openly or secretly (e.g.
adultery and deeds of corruption);

(5) And don't kill any soul which God made
sacred except by way of justice and law. This
is what He commands you, thus you may
learn wisdom;
(6) And don’t touch the orphans’ wealth or
property, except to improve it, until he or she
reaches maturity;

(7, 8) And give measure and weight with
(full) justice (when buying & selling and
when doing financial & non financial
transactions), We place no burdens on any
one but that which he or she can bear; (9) And
whenever you speak (or bear witness) speak
Justly even if near relative is concerned; (10)
And fulfil the Covenant of God, This is what
He commands you that you may remember "

‘The Holy Quran ¥ 151, 152, Ch 6

want, We provide sustenance for you and for

i

Prophecy
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A practical introduction of Muhammad's teachings in A Christian King acknowledged Muhammad's religion:
Abyssinia: Ja'far bin Abi-Talib was among eighty Muslims After Ja'far delivered his talk, the King of Abyssinia (who
who fled for protection in the land of Abyssinia (currently was a religious and God fearing person) asked Ja'far to
Ethiopia in Africa). Speaking to the King of Abyssinia on recite some of the
behalf of the Muslims who sought asylum there, Ja'far "Book" revealed to
said: Muhammad. Jafar
recited a portion
from the chapter
“Mary"" in the Holy
Qur‘an until the King
wept and his beard
was moist with tears.

The King then said:
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"0 King, we were once people living in ignarance {lack of
knowledge and unawareness), worshiping idols, eating
carrion, committing acts of abomination, neglecting our
kith & kin, treating our neighbours badly and allowing
the strong among us to oppress the weak. This is how
we lived until God sent us a messenger from among
ourselves, a man whaose family origin, honesty, integrity
and chastity were well known to us.

“The message brought by Muhammad and that which
was brought by Jesus are from a single source”.
He called upon us to worship God alone and leave
away the stones and idols which we worshipped as our
forefathers had done. He instructed us to be truthful

in our words, to fulfil our promises and to respect our A '1= g
obligations to our blood relations and he forbade us from - :
committing abominations, ' ‘fl e, |
S50 we trusted & believed him and followed the message - s #':'
he received from God. However, our people denounced N
us, tortured us and did everything in their capacity to :f;-.
turn us away from our religion. When they continued to " g

oppress us, we came to your land choosing you above
all others in order to get protection and be treated with
impartiality.”
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One God..One Message
The prophets and messengers of God in the Holy Qur'an:

Islam acknowledges all prophets
and messengers God sent before
Muhammad (pbuh) for the guidance
of humanity. They confirmed one
message "monotheism”™ which s
the belief in God's existance and
oneness.

God sent them to educate people
about the purpose of life, protect
them from falling astray and teach
them good morals.

The Holy Qur'an mentioned 25 prophets and messengers
by name and focused on the stories of some of them.
For example, in the Holy Qur'an Adam was mentioned
25 times, Moah was mentioned 43 times, Abraham was
mentioned 69 times, Moses was mentioned 136 times and
lesus was mentioned 25 times.

Muhammad (pbuh) said: "My similitude in comparison with
the other prophets before me, is that of a man who has
built a house completely and excellently except for a place
of one brick. When people see the house, they admire
its beauty and say: how splendid the house will be if the
missing brick is put in its place. So | am that brick, and | am
the last of the Prophets ", (Namrated by Bukhari 4.734, 4.735)
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Verily We sent messengers before you, among them
those of whom We have told you (their story), and
somte of whom We have not told you (their story);
and it was not given to any messenger that he
should bring a sign (miracle) except by Gods leave
{permission)
The Holy Qur'an, ¥ 78 Ch 40

Say : We have believed in Allah and that which is
revealed unto us and that which was revealed unto
Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob and the
tribes, and that which Moses and Jesus received, and
that which the Prophets received from their Lord. We
make no distinction between any of them, and unto
Him we have surrendered.

The Holy Qur'an, V 136, Ch 2

D

Torah, Gospel and Qur'an are God's revelations to
mankind: Believing in God's revealed Books hefore the
Holy Qur’'anis an essential pillar of the Islamic faith. Muslims
believe that the Holy Qur'an does not contradict previous
revelations but it does point out and correct deviations

from truth that happened through the history.

Prophecy
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Muhammad and Abraham:

We did reveal the Torah, where in it there is guidance and : ;
> a light. The Holy Quran, V 44, Ch 5 Abraham is considered as the father o
3 o o of prophets in the Jewish, Christian o
c And We sent following in their jaursrf'ps. Jesus, the son of and lIslamic religions because most E
g. Mary mnﬁrming that w{tirh caime balejore him :'T1 the Torah, of the known prophets were from his g_
= _.rmd' We gaue_hu{: the Gaspe; in which was guidance and offspring. Muslims believe that prophet =
light and fﬂnjirmmg fflﬂt whrffh preceded H.I of the Torah as Muhammad is his descendent through
guidance and m.srrucfmnsfﬂrﬂﬂm righteous. i fistvnh Ehimadl o wee alés th
Fe Foly Qurim, Vo6, C1i 3 father of many Arab tribes. On the other
And unto you (Muhammad) We revealed the Book (The hand, the nation of lsrael and many
Holy Quran) with the truth, confirming whatever prophets such as Jacob, Joseph, Aaron
Scripture was before it, and a watcher {criterion) over it. and Moses have descended from his
The Holy Qur'an, V 48, Ch 5 second son Isaac.
Those whom God bestowed favor among the Prophets,
of the descendents of Adam and of those whom We Abraham dedicated his life and
carried (in the ship) with Noah, and of the seed of struggled to teach people
Abraham and Israel, and from among those whom We monotheism. The Holy Qur'an
guided and chose. When the revelations of (The Lord) frequently mentioned Abraham
The Beneficent were recited unto them, they fell in and indicated that after he
prostration, adoring and weeping. put an effort in searching for
The Holy Quran, V 58, Ch 19 the truth and recognized the
oneness of God "The One
Deity’, Abraham practically
Table1: The life of main prophets proved his sincerity, honesty,
Prophet Muhammad  Jesus T T thankfulness and obedience to
God. He presented one of the
Approx. | 570-632 | 133 greatest and most memorable @

Period CE CE around 1400 BC | around 1700 BC examples in the history for full
submission to One God even in

‘l"ﬂ:"' 63 33 120 175 the most difficult situations.
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Who is better in religion than the one who submits him /
herself to Allah (surrender his/her purpose to God) while
being a doer of good and follows the religion of Abraham
(tradition inclining towards truth, the upright? And
Allah chose Abraham as an intimate friend.
The Holy Gur'an, ¥ 125, Ch 4

He was a man of truth who showed an
exemplar obedience to God, therefore,
according to the Holy Quran, God chose
Abraham as a friend and as one of the elite
in the World and among the righteous in the
Hereafter (V125, Ch 4, V130, Ch 2). He guided him to the
right religion and made him an”“lmam”i.e. a leader for people
(W124, Ch 2} and described him as a nation (V120, Ch18).

Abraham is revered by Muslims as the person who gave
them their name as "Muslims” (i.e. those who believe in
One God and submit to Him) (V78.Ch 22).

"Abraham was neither a Jew, nor a Christian; but he
was "Musliman Hanifan” an upright man who had
suirrendered and sincerely submitted to Allah (God),
and he was not of the idolaters”
The Holy Qur'an, V 67, Ch 3

Mote : The ongin of the name “Abraham” was Abram or Avram and it
is written and pronounced “lbrahim” in Arabic. The Roman Catholic
Chureh ealls Abvabarm “our father in Faith', The Eastern Orthodox Chureh

commemorates him as the "Rightecus Forefather Abraham™

God was established when Adam first descended on the
earth. Muslims believe that the most important person
who rebuilt this building and raised its walls was Prophet
Abraham together with his son Ishmael. The building
which is cubical in shape is called "Ka'bah". It is located in
Mecca (Makkah) which is in the valley of Bacca (currently
in Saudi Arabia). God imposed a duty upon Abraham and
his son to purify the Ka'bah for those who pray, meditate
and prostrate to Him. God made it a place of worship, and
a sanctuary (a safe place and a resort) for the people,

Abraham and Ishmael's Supplication

“Our Lord! make us submissive unto You and of our
Seed (descendants) a nation submissive unto You,
and show us our ways (rites) of worship, and accept
our repentance. You are the Most Forgiving the Most
Merciful”

The Holy Qur'an, V 128, Ch 2
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 Prophet Muhammad {pbuh) indicated that praying in the r
£ Sacred Mosque is highly rewardable. One prayer in the Sacred
Mosgue is equivalent to 100,000 prayers. ’
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Every year, more than three million Muslims
perform pilgrimage “Hajj" to the Mosque of
Sanctuary in Makkah (Mecca - Saudi Arabia). It is
the fifth pillar of Islam that must be done once in a lifetime
for those who have the financial and health capabilities to
perform it.

Muhammad (pbuh} taught people how to perform
Hajj, which mainly contains Abrahamic rites. He
circumambulated (circulated or walked around the Kaaba)
which is the cubical building established by Abraham as
the House of God. Circulation is performed seven times
and goes counterclockwise as an act of submission to God
which is also harmonious with the motion of the planets
and even the electrons.
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Then he prayed behind Abraham's station. Currently it is
an enclosure that contains Abraham's footprint on a piece
of rock. (Muslims call it Magam Ibrahim).
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