
British
Beacon
Mosque
Awards
2023

STRIVING FOR
EXCELLENCE

Celebrating the Best Of British Mosques 

Saturday 25th November 2023
Werneth Suite, Greater Manchester



The Beacon Mosque
Awards are the first 
in the world of its kind.
They celebrate the work of
Islamic institutions and
the people who run them
in 11 important categories. 

The Beacon Mosque
Awards were created to
highlight the pivotal role
Mosques and Islamic
centres play in local
communities and the
contributions they make
to the social fabric of
society. 

The initiative encourages
institutions to 
"strive for excellence" 
in a variety of ways. This
includes youth services,
outreach, Mosque
maintenance, supporting
the vulnerable, future
innovative programmes
and services as well as the
practice of inspirational
management and
governance. 
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SHAUKAT WARRAICH 
CEO - FAITH ASSOCIATES
DIRECTOR - BEACON MOSQUE

It is with both pleasure and deep gratitude with the grace of Allah
(SWT) that I have the opportunity to celebrate in person the
amazing work of our UK Mosques at the 6th British Beacon
Mosque Awards 2023. 

The Beacon Mosque concept has taken root in the UK and I am
delighted to say beyond the shores of this great Nation in other
parts of the world. The Mosque Expo 2023 has also become the
main Mosque leaders conference in the UK and has attracted a
large number of exhibitors this year. We thank all those that have
supported the Mosque Expo and British Beacon Mosque awards
2023

The need to reward and celebrate the great achievements of our
Mosques has never been greater. Masha'Allah the UK Mosque
leadership and the thousands of volunteers that run and maintain
these institutions have excelled despite the challenges of anti
Muslim hatred, rising Islamophobia and limited resources. 
The Beacon Mosque concept with it's related standards are
rooted within the "Madni Model". At its core is Service,
Compassion and Gratitude. Articulated and expressed in the
ways (Sunnah), methods and pronouncements of the final
Prophet of Islam, Muhammed صلى الله عليه وسلم. As the Quran
states ‘Certainly a mosque founded on piety from the very first
day is more deserving that you should stand in it: in it are people
who love that they should be purified.’ (Quran chapter 9: verse
108.)

The awards are taking place at a time when there is total
devastation being inflicted on Gaza and 1000‘s of Palestinians
have been killed. Mosques have risen to the challenge to raise the
voice for Palestinians, as we as help raise much needed funds for
the millions that have been displaced. Mosques and volunteers
have come forward to support the numerous disasters this year
in Pakistan and Turkey for instance. The support they have
galvanised in the community is incredible mashallah. The British
Beacon Mosques Awards is helping to raise the vision of a 21st
century Mosque and with the grave of Allah (SAW) its being
visualised alhamduillah. 
  

Beacon Mosque 2023 - www.beaconmosque.com



HE SHAYKH MUHAMMAD AL-YAQOUBI
ROYAL AAL AL-BAYT INSTITUTE

I Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.
May peace and blessings be upon our
master Muhammad, his Family, and his
Companions.

To all participants, honourable nominees,
and esteemed colleagues,

Assalamu alaykum wa rahmatullahi wa
barakatuhu 

Throughout our rich history, whenever
mosques are built, and people congregate
within them with prayers and meditation,
the community thrives and the Mercy of
Allah transcends.

Beacon Mosque 2023 - www.beaconmosque.﻿com

HE Shaykh Muhammad al-Yaqoubi
Royal Aal al-Bayt Institute

Mosques are the heartbeat of the Muslim community and sacred sanctuaries: By
honouring them, Allah will honour you; so we congratulate the British Beacon
Mosque Awards in their mission to inspire mosques around the UK to strive for
excellence. 

These awards reflect our beautiful neighbourhoods, as they celebrate the
integral role mosques play in enriching and uplifting society by cultivating the
minds and souls, and instilling a spirit of inclusivity and understanding in the
fabric of British society.

And as we witness the outstanding achievements that will be showcased, let us
pray to Allah for the continued prosperity and success of our mosques in the
years to come. 

With prayers and regards,



Organised by Media Partner Partners

Hospital Inspector
Care Quality Commission

The Football Association
National Development Manager

England & Wales Cricket Board
Diverse Communities Manager

Co-Founder
Gardens of Peace
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Run Mosque
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Ashton Central Mosque,
Ashton-under-Lyne

2

Al-Emaan Centre, London

Al-Emaan Centre in Bromley, Greater
London, stands as a beacon of
community service and engagement.
Their diverse range of activities, including
Tajweed and Tafseer courses for both
men and women, sewing, crochet and
crafting sessions, cater to individuals of
all ages.

Raza Jamia Masjid, Accrington

Raza Jamia Masjid & Islamic Centre in
Accrington is a true pillar of the
community, operating round the clock,
seven days a week, with open doors
to the wider public. They are
dedicated to inclusivity, with facilities
that cater to the diverse needs of
Muslims, fostering unity and
understanding among both Muslims
and non-Muslims.

1
Ashton Central Mosque in Ashton-
under-Lyne is a shining example of
community engagement and positive
change. They have orchestrated a
multitude of impactful community
projects and campaigns, all
orchestrated by their dedicated
management team in collaboration
with the local community.

2023 FINALISTS

www.beaconmosque.com

WINNER



Al-Madina Mosque Barking,
London

Al-Madina Mosque in Barking, London
has taken a remarkable and proactive
approach to providing assistance and
support in response to the
devastating floods in Pakistan in 2022.

The mosque’s initiative goes far
beyond immediate humanitarian aid
and seeks to create long-term,
sustainable solutions for those
affected. 

1

Most
Innovative Service

3
The Central Mosque of Brent, located in
an area of London Borough of Brent with
low educational attainment, poverty, and
a highly diverse population, has
embarked on various community
initiatives to address the growing cost of
living crisis and support its diverse
community.

@BeaconMosque

Central Mosque of Brent, London

Aylesbury Mosque

Aylesbury Mosque has made
remarkable progress in utilising
technology to serve its congregation
and the wider community with
AirMyPrayer - a prayer timetable
system which also offers live audio
and video transmission that has also
benefitted other mosques in the
community. 

2

2023 FINALISTS

www.beaconmosque.com

WINNER



EMCA Mosque & Centre, London

Best
Youth Service

1

2

2023 FINALISTS
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The EMCA Mosque & Centre, located
in London, is making a profound
impact on the youth with a diverse
range of activities and programs.

These activities have not only kept the
youth engaged but have also instilled
essential life skills and values.

Al-Hayat Centre, Southampton

Al-Hayat Centre in Southampton
offers a vibrant array of activities and
events that have captivated the
hearts and minds of its community
members, especially the youth.

Their initiatives encompass a wide
range of interests such as Ramadan
workshops, Iftar for Kids, Eid
celebrations, Fun Fair Friday, Al-Hayat
bake-off, FIFA tournaments, Mawlid
for kids and the Youth Room initiative.

Al-Manaar MCHC, London

Al-Manaar Muslim Heritage Cultural
Centre in London has made significant
contributions to the youth in its
community through a diverse range of
activities and services. These
initiatives have had a profound impact
on the development and well-being of
the youth.

3

www.beaconmosque.com

WINNER



Manchester Quran Academy

Best
Madrassah Service

1

2

2023 FINALISTS
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The Manchester Qur’an Academy, part
of Guidance Hub, offers a diverse
range of educational and spiritual
programs for its community members.

These initiatives have had a profound
impact on the growth and
development of individuals, fostering a
deeper connection to their faith and a
sense of unity within the community.

Madrasah Islamiyah, Batley

Madrasah Islamiyah, part of Mount
Pleasant Islamic Trust in Batley offers
a wealth of educational programmes
and accomplishments that have had a
profound impact on its community
and beyond.

Their impact is not limited to their
local community but extends to
students and educators worldwide,
contributing to the broader promotion
of Islamic education and unity.

Al-Arqam Arabic School, Bradford

Al-Arqam Arabic School, part of the
Doha Mosque in Bradford is a
Madrassah catering 500 children on a
daily basis. 

This invaluable educational institution
hosts approximately 40 classes and
welcomes students from diverse
backgrounds, fostering a rich, inclusive
environment.

3

www.beaconmosque.com

WINNER



Best
Women's Service

2020 FINALIST

1

3

2023 FINALISTS

Darul Ilm Birmingham

Darul Ilm Birmingham extends a warm
welcome to the cherished mothers,
daughters, and sisters within the
community. Sisters United is
dedicated to revitalizing essential
services and provisions for the
inspirational Muslimah community.
Operating within a safe, secure Islamic
ethos, Sisters United is committed to
fostering community cohesion and
support.

Easton Jamia Masjid, Bristol

Easton Jamia Masjid in Bristol has
successfully completed the Sisters
Extension Project, marking the end of a
year-long initiative. This transformative
project is a significant milestone after 40
years of ongoing efforts. Since the
mosque’s establishment in 1983, the
sisters’ section was situated at the back
in a far corner of the prayer hall.

Masjid Esa ibn Maryam,
Birmingham

Masjid Esa ibn Maryam in Birmingham
is committed to fostering a sense of
connection and engagement among
girls and women from diverse
backgrounds in the community. With a
focus on their well-being and
involvement in mosque activities,
several services have been initiated to
cater to their specific needs.

2

WINNER



Best
Outreach Service

2020 FINALIST

Masjid Esa ibn Maryam,
Birmingham

Masjid Esa ibn Maryam’s commendable
efforts have garnered praise and positive
feedback from their community in
Birmingham.

This includes a number of activities and
initiatives reflecting its dedication to
community engagement, education,
sustainability, and social responsibility.

Muslim Welfare House Mosque,
London

Muslim Welfare House Mosque in London
has collaborated with Zubeda Welcome
to facilitate a range of outreach activities
that have made a significant impact on
their community and beyond.

Muslim Welfare House Mosque
exemplifies the positive impact that can
be achieved when community
organizations work together to support
vulnerable populations and provide
access to religious education.

1

3

@BeaconMosque

2023 FINALISTS

Easton Jamia Masjid, Bristol

Easton Jamia Masjid in Bristol has
embarked on an admirable and impactful
initiative known as MACSAD, the Mosque
Adult Care and Social Activity Day, which
stands as a model of community care and
inclusion.

Easton Jamia Masjid’s MACSAD project
serves as a beacon of compassion and
inclusivity, ensuring that no member of
the community, especially the elderly, is
left behind or isolated.

2

www.beaconmosque.com

WINNER



Best
Mosque Volunteer
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Saqib Junaid Khan
Al-Hayat Centre, Southampton

Saqib Junaid Khan is a remarkable individual
who has made significant contributions to
the Islamic community in Southampton,
particularly through his involvement with
Bashir Ahmed Mosque and the
establishment of Al-Hayat Centre. He began
his journey as a young student and quickly
demonstrated his potential to further the
cause of religion in the South East.

Nurdin Jahar
EMCA, London

Nurdin Jahar’s dedication and exceptional
volunteer work at EMCA Mosque &
Centre in London have had a profound
impact on the community. Over his seven
years of volunteering, Nurdin has taken on
various crucial roles, and his commitment
and energy for serving the community are
truly remarkable.

1
Mohammed Ali Dhorat
Masjide Noorul Islam, Blackburn

Mohammed Ali Dhorat is the dedicated
leader of the bereavement team at
Masjide Noorul Islam in Blackburn. Under
his leadership, this team of both brothers
and sisters plays a crucial role in
supporting the mosque’s bereaved
community members. 

2
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Most
Impactful Alimah

2020 FINALIST

1

2023 FINALISTS

3
Ustadha Rina Begum
Darul Ilm Birmingham

Ustadha Rina Begum is the driving force
behind Sisters United at Darul Ilm in
Birmingham. Sisters United runs various
programs aimed at positive engagement
for local Muslim women and the wider
community. These initiatives have a
profound impact on the community, and
Ustadha Rina’s leadership is inspirational.

Ustadha Fatima Qasmi
Leytonstone Masjid, London

Ustadha Fatima Qasmi has been a dedicated
and inspirational faith leader and chaplain at
Leytonstone Masjid in London. In addition to
her teaching responsibilities, she provided
extensive support to her late husband, who
served as the Imam of the mosque. This
support included assisting with Ghusal and
visiting the sick, highlighting her commitment
to both the spiritual and practical needs of
the community.

2
Ustadha Aniqa Rashid
Taqwa Institute, Oldham

Ustadha Aniqa Rashid, through her
remarkable dedication and vision, has
become a beacon of inspiration within
the community, shaping a lasting legacy.
Over the course of 15 years, Ustadha
Aniqa’s dedicated efforts have yielded
significant results. Many of her initial
students have remained with the Institute
or have pursued careers in teaching,
nursing, and various forms of community
service. 

WINNER



Most
Impactful Imam

2020 FINALIST

1

3
Shaykh Kawsar Ahmad Al-Azhari
Oldham Muslim Centre

Shaykh Kawsar Ahmad Al-Azhari, serving
as an Imam and Khateeb at Oldham
Muslim Centre, has made valuable
contributions to the community through
his religious leadership and educational
activities. He conducts regular Friday
khutbahs at the mosque, delivering
insightful and spiritually uplifting sermons.

Imam Ghulam Moyhuddin
Ashton Central Mosque,
Ashton-under-Lune

Imam Ghulam Mohyuddin of Ashton Central
Mosque in Ashton-under-Lyne is a highly
dedicated and impactful religious leader who
has made significant contributions to his
community in various capacities. He plays a
pivotal role in the mosque’s Madrasah, where
he has developed and implemented an Islamic
education system.

2
Shaykh Muhammad Afzal Saeedi
Madinat al-Zahra, Bradford

Shaykh Muhammad Afzal Saeedi of
Madinat al-Zahra in Bradford has been
actively engaged in a wide range of
Islamic and community activities. He has
held prominent leadership roles within the
religious and community organizations,
including serving as a Scholar for Minhaj-
ul-Qur’an (MQI) in Denmark, President of
MQI UK and President of BCIG (British
Council of Imams and Mosques)

2023 FINALISTS

WINNER
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Best
Future Design

2020 FINALIST

3

Al-Abbas Islamic Centre,
Birmingham

The Al-Abbas Islamic Centre in Birmingham is
embarking on a significant project to rebuild a
modern and comprehensive complex that
caters to various aspects of the community’s
needs.

The complex will house a mosque, providing a
place for congregational prayers, religious
activities, and spiritual gatherings.

2

Brick Veil Mosque, Preston

The Brick Veil Mosque in Preston is an
innovative architectural project designed
to serve as an iconic place of worship.
The mosque’s design emphasizes a
combination of traditional Islamic
architectural elements and British
craftsmanship while introducing
contemporary architectural elements.

Mecca Mosque, Bolton

The Mecca Mosque in Bolton stands out
for its meticulous design and inclusive
features. The mosque can accommodate
1,475 worshippers, with a mezzanine area
for 275 female worshippers, emphasizing
inclusivity. Ablution facilities are well-
equipped to ensure a comfortable
worship environment.

2023 FINALISTS

WINNER



2020 FINALIST

1

3
Leeds Grand Mosque

Leeds Grand Mosque (LGM) stands out
as a beacon of support and guidance for
new Muslims, embodying a commitment
to their welcoming and nurturing journey.
With a dedicated New Muslim Support
Service spanning several years, LGM
prioritises a mature and caring
engagement. The mosque offers
invaluable drop-in sessions every Sunday
and regular circles for brothers and
sisters.

The Muslim World League Mosque
(MWLLO) in London offers a
comprehensive and supportive initiative
for individuals who have embraced Islam
through its work with Turning Point
Academy (TPA). The academy,
established in 2004, addresses the need
for resources and assistance for new
Muslims. It has grown over the years,
providing various services and support to
its diverse community.

Best Convert
Support Service

2023 FINALISTS

Islam Bradford Centre

Islam Bradford Centre provides essential
support and guidance for those newly
embracing Islam. They offer assistance to those
who have recently converted by providing
translations of the Qur’an in English and other
necessary materials. Additionally, they conduct
regular classes specifically designed for new
Muslim brothers and sisters.

2
Muslim World League Mosque,
London

Sponsored by

WINNER
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300+ Nominations, for 
       11 Categories
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Striving for Excellence 
Become a Beacon Mosque 
Call Us On 01494 416202

Good Governance and Management1.
Effective Policies and Procedures2.
Facilities Management3.
Staffing and Employment4.
Financial Management and Fundraising 5.
Community Development6.
Accountability & Transparency7.
Additional Services8.
Madrassah9.
Communications10.

For Help in achieving these standards contact 
www.faithassociates.co.uk / www.beaconmosque.com

http://www.faithassociates.co.uk/
http://www.beaconmosque.com/


FAITH ASSOCIATES 
WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE  
COUNCIL OF MOSQUES AND 

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL BODIES THAT WORKED
WITH US TO SUPPORT COMMUNITIES IN 2023



IMIJS ART STUDIO
IMIJS.COM

24PICTURES LTD
24PICTURES.CO.UK

ENGLAND & WALES CRICKET BOARD
ECB.CO.UK

THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
THEFA.COM

BRITISH WRESTLING
BRITISHWRESTLING.ORG

TOGETHER AN ACTIVE FUTURE
TAAF.CO.UK

Exhibitors at Mosque Expo 2023



CHARITY ASSIST ACCOUNTANTS LTD
CHARITYASSISTACCOUNTANTSLTD.COMPANY.SITE

STRETTON OAK
STRETTONOAK.COM

WUDUMATE
WUDUMATE.COM

EASYDONATE & EMASJIDLIVE
EASYDONATE.UK / EMASJIDLIVE.CO.UK

MASJID DIRECT
MASJIDDIRECT.COM

USHUB
USHUBTV,COM

Exhibitors at Mosque Expo 2023



SUKOON WUDU
SUKOONWUDU.COM

NSPCC
NSPCC.ORG.UK

BRABNERS
BRABNERS.COM

ASL GROUP
ASL-GROUP.CO.UK

MADE ARCHITECTURE
MADEARCHITECTURE.COM

TOA CORPORATION (UK) LTD
TOA.CO.UK

Exhibitors at Mosque Expo 2023



ABBEYSTONE
ABBEYSTONE.CO.UK

VOKTIS
VOKTIS.COM

CONVERT MUSLIM FOUNDATION
CONVERTMUSLIMFOUNDATION.ORG.UK

SPARKS FOSTERING
SPARKSFOSTERING.ORG

AZHAR ACADEMY LTD
AZHARACADEMY.COM

AN NASIHAH PUBLICATIONS
AN-NASIHAH.COM

Exhibitors at Mosque Expo 2023



SAWA GLOBAL
SAWA.GLOBAL

ISLAMIYAH SERIES
ISLAMIYAHSERIES.CO.UK

DAVID COX ARCHITECTS
DAVIDCOXARCHITECTS.CO.UK

STONE KING
STONEKING.CO.UK

IMPERIUM INTEGRATION
IMPERIUM.UK.NET

HALAL MONITORING COMMITTEE
HALALHMC.ORG

Exhibitors at Mosque Expo 2023



MUSLIM INSTITUTE
MUSLIMINSTITUTE.ORG

MY-MASJID
MY-MASJID.COM

WUDUWASH
WUDUWASH.COM

DIGITAL AUTOPSY
DIGITALAUTOPSY.CO.UK

OMEGA FUNERAL SUPPLIES
OMEGASUPPLIESUK.COM

BOND ADAMS SOLICITORS
BONDADAMS,COM

Exhibitors at Mosque Expo 2023



SIMPLY MOSQUE
SIMPLYMOSQUEINSURANCE.CO.UK

TRUSTED UTILITY CONSULTANTS
TUCONSULTANTS.COM

LAUNCHGOOD
LAUNCHGOOD.COM

MUSLIM KIDS TV
MUSLIMKIDS.TV

ATELIER UWA ARCHITECTS
ATELIERUWA.COM

SAFAR PUBLICATIONS
SAFARPUBLICATIONS.ORG

Exhibitors at Mosque Expo 2023



ISYLLABUS FOR SCHOOLS
ISYLLABUS.ORG

AV FAITH
AVFAITH.COM

ECO MOSQUE
ECOMOSQUE.COM

MOSQUE SECURITY
MOSQUESECURITY.COM

Exhibitors at Mosque Expo 2023

MOSQUE 
HUMANITARIAN 

MBA

MUSLIM SCOUT FELLOWSHIP
UKMSF.ORG



This training will enable new and existing
staff members to develop an awareness of,
and the ability to act on, concerns about the
safety and welfare of children and young
people. All staff working in Madrassahs
should attend this training to ensure they are
able to fulfil their role and responsibility to
safeguard children. Every Madrassah should
ensure they have access to and have read
their Madrassah’s Safeguarding & Child
Protection Policy and are familiar with the
Code of Conduct for staff. 
 Call: 01494 416202 - To Book Training 

Training Services 

MOSQUE SECURITY TRAINING 

Within this context of heightened Islamophobia
and rising far-right animosity to Mosques, Faith
Associates has been advocating for and advising
Mosques and Islamic Centres on implementing
steps to ensure that the institution, the
management and the congregation understand
the risks that exists and are prepared to deal
with an attack, should it occur.
Mosque Security Provides the following

Training on Safety & Security for Mosque
Leaders & worshippers 
Comprehensive Security Risk Assessment
Security Equipment requirement assessment
Madrassah Staff Security Training 
Imam and Teacher safety and security training 

visit : www.mosquesecurity.com  

MOSQUE AND MADRASSAH CHILD
PROTECTION AND  SAFEGUARDING TRAINING  

http://www.faithassociates.co.uk/
http://www.faithassociates.co.uk/
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By Shaukat Warraich
DOWNLOAD

https://faithassociates.co.uk/publications/ 



The contributions of our Judges, Shaykha Noshin Gul
Dr Mahmood Chandia, Dr Ismail Amala, Sr Batool Tooma
and Yasin Rahim

Awardees -  Master of ceremonies Dr Mahmood Chandia, 
HE Shaykh Muhammad al-Yaqoubi, Shaykha Noshin Gul, Naz
Shah MP, Afzal Khan MP,  Abdul Alim Interim Chair of
Lancashire Council of Mosques LCM),  Amjad Pervez
(Chairman Sea Fresh) , Dr Ismail Amala, Yasin Rahim, and 
Riz Khan (Chair Inspire Capital) , Lord Wajid Khan, 
Andrew Barson CMF , Batool Al Tooma CMF, Sheikh Ebrahim
Ishakjee, Zulfikar Ali Karim, Ustadah Ameena Blake, regional
council for Mosques.  Our Partners English and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) and The Football Association (FA), 

The extraordinary team at Faith Associates who worked
tirelessly on the projects mentioned within.

Those responsible for coordination and  programme
management; Wasim Riaz, Emaan Fatimah Warraich,
Kaashif Awan, Saif Kayani, Robina Samudin, Rashid Laher, &
Dr M Chandia, Faz Patel and Werneth House Management

Special thanks for the outstanding contributions and those
who helped during this year Cllr Tariq Darr, Tariq Samad, Arif
Khan,, Faz Patel, Latifa Patel,  Ashfaq Chaudhry (AMS) Qari
Mohammed Ismail, Qari Asim,  Cllr Asgar Butt, M Bhamani, S
Ali,  A Saleem,  AH Qurashi,  N Sheikh, M Ahmed,  M Geewalah,
Suleman Nagdi, Tahir Awan, Bibi Khan  and Maulana Rafiq Sufi,

Dr S Abbas, Emaan W, Sulayman W, Amir W, 

Your contributors and support have 
been outstanding and we are deeply grateful 

Acknowledgements

Head Office
Faith Associates

Baker House.
41 Baker Street
High Wycombe

HP11 2RZ
United Kingdom (UK)

Tel +44 (0) 1494 416202
www.faithassociates.co.uk

info@faithassociates.co.uk

Regional Presence In 
Europe : Scandinavia : Africa : 

Asia : Australasia : US

We thank you for your
ongoing support of
our programmes
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